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And you? What are your cultural-specific, spiritual-inclined
fears?
What morbidly fascinates you about cultural otherness and

spiritual mysteries?
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I am flesh and blood; ashes, blood, and bile; shame, filth,
and worms; a heap of dirt; a vessel full of excrement; a
receptacle full of shame and infamy; an impure body, full of
rabble, short of days, sated of quiver. A breath of wind can
make me fall, a shadow of fear and terror can make me die. My
essence is dirt, my end is vernmin, my way is to tribulation,
my path is to sins, until I die, coming back to nothing, as

if I never existed.

Shevet Musar 95b
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In this hazy phantasmagoria of infected corpses and intruding ghosts,
empowered monsters, and overpowering felons, Jewish horror is made
of both Jewishness and horribleness. On the one hand, what makes such
horrors ‘Jewish’ is their creation as cultural products that can be
defined ‘Jewish’ — because of their content informed by Judaism or
because of the specifically Jewish public they address. On the other
hand, what makes these Jewish creations ‘horror’ is their power to
inspire the feeling of horror, together with its cognate emotions - fear,
disgust, zmxiety, awe.

From the perspective of Jewish studies, researching Jewish horror
means to look for the manifestations of the emotion of fear in the

history of Jewish culture.

horror

If a person conjures to mind multiple
horrors, he will start shaking and feeling
as though there were cuts in his flesh, and
his heart will die in his chest, until all
corporal drives vanish. Instead, he finds
himself yearning for the 1light of 1life,
reaching for the Holy One, blessed be, and

His Torah, longing for a place of glory in

paradise.

Shevet Musar 78b

Almost a century after Lovecraft’s Supernatural Horror in Literature,
and eighty years after the historical horrors of WWII, fictional horror
based on Jewish folklore is making a comeback. In the third
millennium, mystical exotic figures such as golems and dybbuks are
materializing once again on the screen and pn page thanksfto widely
distributed products by Jewish creators, moftly based in Isrfel and the

US.

artificial humans
animated from clay
through magic

spirits of the

dead possessing
the living
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In today’s globalized culture, with the post-colonial tools of the
infosphere, we can take curiosity for the culturally extravagant
even further and look for the roots of Jewish horror before the

advent O{'\hOI'I'OI‘ as a Commercial genre.
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When a sick person is about to die, the Angel of Death stands above hi
head, brandishing a sword, dripping a drop of poison. As soon as ths
sick person sees him, he starts quivering and opens his mouth. When the
poison drips into his mouth, the first drop makes him die, t.he seconz
one causes him to putrefy, the last one turns his face green.

TB ‘Avodah Zarah 20b

Everyone lies alone [in the grave]

One canno
himself rot with his nose; eyes cannot e Tt

» drinking hi

skin, invading his throat, pefetrastiZIOOd
All of him is vanishing, ;
completely unaware.
affliction of humanit

,» feeding on his fat, tearing his
one orifice, emerging from another.

as if turned to ston
Such is the 1ot fated to men born of women N

Y, primeval, unchangeable.

while decay advances 2

the

With the power of our intellects, it is difficult to understand
how it is possible that the spirit of one who died can act in
another living body .. I myself experienced this phenomenon in
1575, while I was in Ferrara. I went to visit a young woman 25
years of age, a young wife, in the company of many distinguished
people. I found her stretched out on her bed, lying on her back,
like a body without a soul. Her eyes were closed, her mouth was
open, and her tongue was very thick .. We saw the throat of the
woman swell greatly. The woman felt great pain in all of her limbs
and shook and quaked with difficulty and wondrous strangeness,
prompting great compassion among all observers. When the spirit
entered his place, the girl’s entire body, and that side in
particular, would shake and quake continuously, 1like the
consumption before the fever.

Shalshelet ha-Qabbalah 86b-87a
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