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Don’t Look Back in Anger:
Reconsidering Appropriation of Past Philosophy

The historiography of philosophy has long been divided over whether 1t ought to pursue qurd juris or quid
factr: justificattion and reasons or genesis and causal explanations. On one extreme, we ignore context and
read our interests mto past texts; on the other extreme, we reduce those texts to their contexts—including
theiwr materiality—and undermine their claim for Truth.

In this lecture, I argue that a third option hides m the first. By drawing on Robert Brandom’s philosophy
of language, and his notion of Forgiveness, I propose a reconsideration of the appropriative approach, and
argue that 1t, m fact, mtegrates rather than opposes causality and contingency. Seen 1n this way,
appropriation becomes a distinctive form of philosophical engagement with the past, with implications for
our understanding of canon formation, our philosophical-historical practice, and philosophical agency.

Yael Gazit 1s Assistant Professor at the Philosophy Department at Tel Awviv
University. She earned her PhD at T'el Aviv University in 2020, after which she held
postdoctoral fellowships at Yale University and Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin. Her
publications mclude articles on Brandom, McDowell, and Sellars, in philosophy of
language, epistemology, philosophy of history, and the historiography of philosophy.

Venue: Institute for Jewish Studies

Please contact the HEPMASITE project for registration and further information: hepmasite.reli@uni-hamburg.de

This lecture series 1s a cooperation between the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures and the ERC project HEPMASITE (Hebrew Philosophical
Manuscripts as Sites of Engagement). This project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and mnovation programme (grant agreement no. 101041376).
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